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Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Education Programs and Materials
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» Young Ambassadors Program — funded by PA Department of Transportation
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»Open Your Eyes To Litter — funded by PA Department of Environmental Protection

» Litter Hawk Youth Award Program - funded by PA Department of Environmental
Protection

> Litter Free School Zone - funded by PA Department of Environmental Protection __
» Tools for Schools - funded by PA Department of Environmental Protection
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Young Ambassadors Program

» Ambassadors commit to nine months (September- May) of service and to represent and uphold the mission
and values of Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful.

» Developed by Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, in partnership with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

YOUNG (PennDOT), for 10th - 12th grade students in Pennsylvania.

AMBASSADOR > Class of 2022-2023: 35 Students

- » Class of 2023-2024: 33 Students
Penns_ylvania

St > Class of 2024-2025: 40 students

» Class of 2025-2026: 28 students
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Young Ambassadors Program

Things Ambassadors will complete outside of the virtual workshops include:

» A Community Assessment - Focus areas include:
» Waste Reduction and Recycling
» Greening and Beautification (Landscaping, Graffiti abatement, Murals, etc.)
> Litter and lllegal Dump Prevention and Cleanups - what groups host cleanups and when, nonprofits, businesses etc.,
» Community Revitalization
» Environmental Education

» Alocal cleanup event

» Alocal education event
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2025-2026 Class of Young Ambassadors of PA,

28 students across 17 counties
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Open Your Eyes To Litter

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful is updating our antilitter curriculum, which focuses on changing littering behavior by influencing positive
behavior through education. Open Your Eyes to Litter is a series of five books that provide opportunities for hands-on learning. All book
revisions will be available in English and Spanish, and each will have a supplemental teacher’s guide.

> Appropriate for grades K through six.
» Address the PA Department of Education Academic Standards for Environment, Ecology and Geography.

> Include a supplemental Teacher’s Guide that suggests multi-disciplined educational activities that expands on the information,
ideas, and activities that are included in each book.

» Open Your Eyes To Litter books are available to download. Visit keeppabeautiful.org and choose Programs, then Education.
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A Fun and Informative Activity Book For Kids!
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https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/education/open-your-eyes-to-litter/

Open Your Eyes To Litter

Revisions - A materials review was performed by an independent group of

Pennsylvania educators to evaluate and recommend revisions and updates to our OPENJS%FéY‘E; 10
collection of education materials with the goal of making them relevant to today’s L %
classroom and the various teaching and learning styles and techniques, including in-
person and virtual instruction.

The Updates include:
* Updated artwork and graphics.

« Aligning with the most current, approved, PA Department of Education
academic standards.

« Virtual content, including animation and interactive apps to complement and
enhance the new educational tools. (TO COME)

« All materials created, including virtual content, will be translated to Spanish.
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Open Your Eyes to Litter, Book 4 — Academic Standards Examples

Academic Standards for Envi t & Ecol
W(;atefsr:;t::ls aig V?/;t;n?j; nvironmen cology Academic Standards for Career Education & Work
4.1.7.B Understand the role of the watershed.

: : , : Career Retention & Advancement
* |[dentify and I hat det the bound f
watirr]slh)é:n explain what determines the bolindanes ot @ 13.3.3.F Identify the changes in family and friend’s roles at home,

at school and in the community

* Explain how water enters a watershed.
* Explain factors that affect water quality and flow through a

tershed
watershe Academic Standards for the Arts & Humanities

Academic Standards for English Language Arts Production, Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music, Theatre

Reading Informational Text and Visual Arts .
CC.1.2.2.K Determine of clarify the meaning of unknown and 9.1.3. A. Know and use the elements and p rincip les of each art
multi-meaning words and phrases based on grade-level form to create works in the arts and humanities. (Page 12 & 24)

reading and content (page 6)

Academic Standards for Civics & Government
Principles and Documents of Government

5.1.3.J Explain the importance of respect for the property
and the opinions of others

Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
5.2.3 B. Identify personal rights and responsibilities.
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Open Your Eyes To Litter- Teachers Guide

Each page is expanded upon in the corresponding Teacher’s Guide

Litter makes its way into waterways,

Pages 18 & 19 Waterways:

Standard - 4.2.1.A Explain the path water takes as it moves through the water cycle.

Standard - 4.2.3.A Define the term watershed. » Identify the watersheds in which you reside.
Standard - 4.2.3.C Identify plants and animals that live in lakes, ponds, streams, and wetlands.

Introduce the concept of watersheds to your students. Whenever rain falls, snow melts, or
people put something on or into the ground, eventually it drains into the nearest creek or
stream, which then flows into a river, which then flows into the ocean. Help them to
understand the impact humans have on the plants and animals in a watershed. How do
waterways become polluted? Storms, litter, drainage pipes, etc. What are the items found
on these pages? What happens when it rains or in the spring when the snow melts?

/] and heads downstream...
rl o

Plastic litter breaks down into finy plastics called microplastics.

Microplastics are harmful fo people, animals and the environment.

18 KeepPennsyhania Beautiful

polluting other ecosystems.

keeppabeoutiful crg
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Open Your Eyes to Litter Distribution

« Currently Affiliates can request up to 50 books for the cost of shipping.
* Public can request up to 25 copies for the cost of shipping.
« Books are available to our program participants (Litter Free School Zones, Young Ambassadors, etc.)

» Open Your Eyes to Litter, books 1 and 4 (waterways) are on the approved list for the Republican
members of the House of Representatives.

 All books and Teacher’s Guides are available to download at no cost!!

. L keeppabeautiful.org



Open Your Eyes to Litter Distribution
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Litter Hawk Youth Award Program

> Between October and January 31st, students in Kindergarten through 6" Grade can participate in our
Litter Hawk Youth Award Program
o Projects include:

» Grades Kindergarten through 4 - Poster
* Grade 5 - Essay
» Grade 6 — Video

» Winners are announced in April in coordination with a display of winning entries at the PA State

Capitol Building.
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Litter Hawk Youth Award Program

« At the end of April, we offer the posters to legislators, so they can recognize
winners in their districts.

« We can also print extra boards for affiliates to celebrate/recognize them locally.

« Partnered with the Turnpike Commission to promote at select service locations.
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Tools for Schools

» Online tools and resources for educators and schools to help teach and learn about the effects litter has on people, animals
and the environment and what students can do to keep our communities clean and beautiful.
» Litter Education & Resources

» Opportunities To Get Involved
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Tools for Schools

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/education/tools-for-schools/

Litter Education & Resources
» Open Your Eyes to Litter and Teachers Guides — a series of five activity books, tailored to Pennsylvania, that address the difference

between intentional and accidental litter, litter and waste issues from prehistoric times to present, reducing, reusing and recycling and more!
» Cleanup guidelines — ten steps to a safe and successful illegal dump cleanup.
> 10 Steps to a Waterway Cleanup — a solution to waterway pollution.
» Cleanup Education — cleanup safety, litter laws and more.

» Ocean Conservancy and National Atmospheric Administration’s Talking Trash and Taking Action — outreach and education materials about ocean trash and how to prevent it.
» US Environmental Protection Agency — Reduce, Reuse and Recycle Resources for Students and Educators.

Opportunities To Get Involved
» Litter Free School Zone — school ground stewardship program for K-12.

» Young Ambassador Program — For students in 10 through 12 grades, this program engages and empowers young Pennsylvanians to become community stewards and civic
leaders for our shared vision of a clean and beautiful Pennsylvania.

Litter Hawk Youth Award Program — a recognition program for students in Kindergarten through 6th Grade.

Pick Up Pennsylvania — a year-round community cleanup and improvement program.

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Road & Area Adoption Program — formal adoption program for locally owned roads or areas.

PennDOT Adopt A Highway Program — formal adoption program for state maintained roads.

Ocean Conservancy’s 6 Week Trash Free Challenge — a fun and slightly competitive way to form new habits that will prevent trash from entering our ocean.
PepsiCo Recycle Rally — a national recycling program for K-12 with downloadable resources.

Litter Letter Project — a progressive public art project designed by Hatley and Associates, LLC to get residents to think about how litter affects the community and the
environment.

YV V V VY V V V
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Litter Free School Zone

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE

* Planning two projects per school year
* Litter cleanups
* Beautification events, like creating and caring for pollinator and rain gardens.

* Results are reported to Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful and are added to statewide community improvement totals, making it an

opportunity to be a part of something bigger.

* Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful provides a Litter Free School Zone sign and cleanup supplies for each participating school. "ﬁn S—
DIRTY

LITTER
FREE
SCHOOL
ZONE

Keep
Pennsylvania
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* Students, clubs, classes, and even entire school districts can participate in the Litter Free School Zone program.




Litter Free School Zone

Affiliates — please promote the program during events and school programs.

keeppabeautiful.org




Keep America Beautiful: Youth Education Resource Map

Resources by Topic Resources by Format Resources by Audience

Focus Area

UNITED
STATES

v About this tour

Find resources sorted by the focus areas listed below. You can iring

explore them on the map or select the area that interests you!
CANADA
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