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We know cleanups alone are not going to solve the litter problem, but they 
are a way to not only manage the problem, but also a tool to build community 

stewardship and civic pride.

Why Do We Need Pick Up Pennsylvania



Pennsylvania Litter Research and Cost Study
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KEY FINDINGS

• 502 million pieces of litter on our roads

• 37% comprised of cigarette butts

• 30% comprised of plastics with plastic film 

and beverage containers most prevalent

• PENNDOT spends upwards of $13 million 

per year picking up litter along state-owned 

roadways

• Cities spent 68.5 million dollars 

managing litter and illegal dumping, 

80% of those dollars just on cleanup

• Research, Fact Sheets, Media Releases 

and Infographics are available at: 

www.dep.pa.gov/litteringactionplan

“We now have data from the most comprehensive statewide litter research effort ever conducted in Pennsylvania,” 
said DEP Sec. McDonnell, “DEP is committed to working with our partners to use it strategically to shift the state’s approach to

litter from cleanup to prevention, so that Pennsylvanians may gain community economic, and environmental 
advantages they’re now sacrificing to litter cleanup.”

- February 4, 2020



Litter is Costly
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Litter and illegal dumping are a significant drain on state and local governments. 

• Nine cities in PA spend 68.5 million annually on litter and illegal dumping. 
– 80% on cleanups
– 1% on education

• PennDOT spends roughly $14 million annually on statewide litter pickups.

For every dollar that is spent cleaning up litter and illegal dumping, it is one less dollar 
available for beneficial community services like fixing our roads and building and 
maintaining our parks.   

Learn more about the costs of litter: https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/
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• Open Dumpsters

• Recycling/trash bins lacking lids

• Blown from waste hauling vehicles and uncovered loads

• Motorists littering from cars

• Pedestrians

• Overflowing public trash cans

• Not everyone views some trash, like cigarette butts, as litter

Where Does Litter Come From?



Making a Difference by Working Together

Since 1990 Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful works with many partnering organizations on the state and 
grassroots level to accomplish our goal of a clean and beautiful Pennsylvania. 2024 Statistics:

• Events 5,518 

• Volunteers 77,367 

• Volunteer Hours 309,468 

• Pounds of material recycled                        4,424,915 

• Pounds of trash properly disposed              3,257,920 

• Miles of road and water 6,518 

• Acres of park 10,845 

• Trees, shrubs, and flowers (Greens) 14,046 

• Number of tires recycled/properly disposed   46,726 

Thank you all who contributed to those numbers!!!



What is Pick Up Pennsylvania?
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• Pick Up Pennsylvania is a year-long initiative!

• Events types: litter and illegal dump cleanups, community greening and 
beautification, special collections and education events. 

• Events scheduled from Mar 1 - May 31 & September 1 – November 30 receive FREE 
trash bags, gloves, and safety vests as supplies last.

• April 1 through April 30, PA DEP and Pennsylvania Waste Industries Association 
sponsor free or reduced trash disposal at participating landfills.

• Events must be registered at keeppabeautiful.org to receive free cleanup supplies and 
be eligible for free or reduced cost disposal. 



Finding the Pick Up Pennsylvania Webpage
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How to Register and Important Program Dates



Important Program Notes



Registration and Reporting Page



Registration



You get an e-mail confirmation – will take a few days
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Thank You for registering for the 2025 PICK UP PENNSYLVANIA! 
Your email confirmation will be arriving in 3-5 days.

This will include event information and how to access supplies.

You are making a difference in your community!
 

Your Event ID Number is {   }
Contact person {:first_name} {:last_name}

Event Name {:event_name}
Event Date {:event_start_date}

 
Click here to find items to help promote your event

 



How to View Registered Events



How to Organize an Event



How to Organize an Event



Trash Disposal and Safety



Supplies and Resources



Supplies and County Resources



Supplies and Resource Page



Free or Reduced Cost Disposal Page 
(Link received when event is registered)



Registration and Reporting Page



 Not only do we want to see and hear about your progress, but our funding 
depends on it!

 Donated supplies are contingent on annual results, so it is important to report. 

 Our programs success currently, and in the future, depend on reported 
numbers.

Importance of Reporting



We appreciate your pictures!



• Facebook: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

• Instagram: @keeppabeautiful

• LinkedIn: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

• Flickr: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

• YouTube: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful
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Connect with Us on Social Media
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• Illegal Dump Free PA

• Educational Resources

• Litter Free School Zones

• Land Steward Adoptions

• Waterway Stewards

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs

Other Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Programs and Resources



Open Your Eyes To Litter 

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful is updating our antilitter curriculum, which focuses on changing littering behavior by 
influencing positive behavior through education. Open Your Eyes to Litter is a series of five books that provide 
opportunities for hands-on learning. All book revisions will be available in English and Spanish, and each will have a 
supplemental teacher’s guide.

 Appropriate for grades K through six.
 Address the PA Department of Education Academic Standards for Environment, Ecology and Geography.
 Include a supplemental Teacher’s Guide that suggests multi-disciplined educational activities that expands on 

the information, ideas, and activities that are included in each book.
 Open Your Eyes To Litter books are available to download. Visit keeppabeautiful.org and choose Programs, then 

Education.
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