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Why Do We Need Pick Up Pennsylvania
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We know cleanups alone are not going to solve the litter problem, but they are a way to not only 

manage the problem, but also a tool to build community stewardship and civic pride.



Making a Difference by Working Together
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Since 1990 Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful works with many partnering organizations on the state and grassroots level 

to accomplish our goal of a clean and beautiful Pennsylvania. 2022 Stats:

➢ Number of events 4,942

➢ Pounds of trash  3,409,240

➢ Pounds of scrap  134,240

➢ Number of tires  45,412

➢ Miles of roads  7,863

➢ Acres of park cleaned 9,726

➢ Greens planted  104,495

➢ Number of volunteers 65,988

Thank you all who contributed to those numbers!!!



What is Pick Up Pennsylvania?
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• Pick Up Pennsylvania is a year-long initiative!

• Events types: litter and illegal dump cleanups, community greening and beautification, special collections and 

education events. 

• Events scheduled from Mar 1 - May 31 & September 1 – November 30 receive FREE trash bags, gloves, and safety 

vests as supplies last.

• April 1 through April 30, PA DEP and Pennsylvania Waste Industries Association sponsor free or reduced trash 

disposal at participating landfills.

• Events must be registered at keeppabeautiful.org to receive free cleanup supplies and be eligible for free or reduced 

cost disposal. 

Call us at 724-836-4121 if you need help registering, or don’t have a computer or email and we’ll register for you.

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/


Pennsylvania Litter Research and Cost Study
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KEY FINDINGS

➢ 502 million pieces of litter on our roads

➢ 37% comprised of cigarette butts

➢ 30% comprised of plastics with plastic film and 

beverage containers most prevalent

➢ PENNDOT spends upwards of $13 million per 

year picking up litter along state-owned roadways

➢ Cities spent 68.5 million dollars managing litter and illegal 

dumping, 80% of those dollars just on cleanup

➢ Research, Fact Sheets, Media Releases and Infographics 

are available at: www.dep.pa.gov/litteringactionplan

“We now have data from the most comprehensive statewide litter research effort ever conducted in Pennsylvania,” 

said DEP Sec. McDonnell, “DEP is committed to working with our partners to use it strategically to shift the state’s approach to litter from cleanup to prevention, so that 

Pennsylvanians may gain community economic, and environmental 

advantages they’re now sacrificing to litter cleanup.”

- February 4, 2020

http://www.dep.pa.gov/litteringactionplan


Where Does Litter Come From?
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➢ Open Dumpsters

➢ Recycling/trash bins lacking lids

➢ Blown from waste hauling vehicles and uncovered loads

➢ Motorists littering from cars

➢ Pedestrians

➢ Overflowing public trash cans

➢ Not everyone views some trash, like cigarette butts, as litter



How Does All This Litter Affect You and Your Community
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➢ Negatively impacts community pride and others’ perceptions of the health of a community, and can impact business 

development, tourism and property values. 

➢ 36% of business development officials say litter impacts a decision of whether they locate to a community

➢ 55% of realtors think litter reduces property values by about 9%

➢ 60% of property appraisers would reduce a home’s value if it was littered

➢ Degrades the natural environment. Most trash takes years, even centuries, to break down. 

➢ Can leach chemicals, and break into microplastics, creating hazards for unsuspecting wildlife. 

➢ Heavy rains can transport litter through storm drains into nearby waterways releasing pollutants, threatening aquatic 

life, and interfering with uses of our marine resources. 

➢ Attracts disease-carrying mosquitoes and rodents.



Litter is Costly
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Litter and illegal dumping are a significant drain on state and local governments. 

➢ Nine cities in PA spend 68.5 million annually on litter and illegal dumping. 

– 80% on cleanups

– 1% on education

➢ PennDOT spends roughly $14 million annually on statewide litter pickups.

For every dollar that is spent cleaning up litter and illegal dumping, it is one less dollar available for beneficial 

community services like fixing our roads and building and maintaining our parks.   

Learn more about the costs of litter: https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/


What is Pennsylvania Doing About Litter?

10keeppabeautiful.org

➢ Department of Environmental Protection sponsors Pick Up Pennsylvania and PennDOT 

distributes cleanup supplies to registered events

➢ Department of Environmental Protection, PennDOT and Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful 

commissioned the 2020 Pennsylvania Litter Research Study: 

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/ 

➢ In 2021, the state released the first ever Pennsylvania Litter Action Plan: 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Waste/littering/Pages/Litter-Action-Plan.aspx 

➢ Based on a recommendation from the study the Department of Community and Economic 

Development, Department of Environmental Protection, PennDOT, and Keep Pennsylvania 

Beautiful collaborated with Red House Communications for the PA Fights Dirty Education 

campaign.  Learn more: https://dced.pa.gov/litter/ 

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/research/
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Waste/littering/Pages/Litter-Action-Plan.aspx
https://dced.pa.gov/litter/


What Can You and Your Community Do About Litter?
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Individuals, friends, family and groups large and small can help clean up:

➢ Vacant lots

➢ Streets and roadways

➢ Waterways and riverbanks

➢ Plant gardens and trees or mulch a local playground

➢ Educate your community about the harmful effects of litter and how they can also help

To host an event, join an event near you or to inquire about free supplies and trash disposal, visit 

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/  

Or contact Michelle Dunn, Pick Up Pennsylvania Program Coordinator, at 412.836.4121 ext. 113 or 

mdunn@keeppabeautiful.org.

More than 90 percent of Pennsylvanians agree that litter is a problem that needs to be addressed. 

Every Litter Bit Matters when it comes to keeping Pennsylvania clean and free from litter. 

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/
mailto:mdunn@keeppabeautiful.org


How to Build a Successful & Sustainable Community Wide Cleanup

Planning and Recruiting Volunteers

1. Choose a date that is consistent each year (second Saturday in March)

2. Participate in PICK UP PENNSLVANIA to access free cleanup supplies and free or reduced disposal

3. Ideas of places to recruit volunteers:

➢ Local, county and state agencies

➢ Local magistrates

➢ County adult and youth probation departments for community service hours

➢ Area high schools and sports teams for community service hours

➢ County conservation districts and local watershed and environmental organizations

➢ County and local chamber of commerce, PA Downtown and Main Street organizations and civic organizations (Rotary, Lions 

Clubs) 

➢ Local universities, colleges and trade schools

4. Utilize local fire and police departments for safety on the day of event
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How to Build a Successful & Sustainable Community Wide Cleanup 

1. Local newspaper, radio and television station, social media 

2. Community websites, library and chamber of commerce members/local business social media 

3. Printed flyers on local pizza shops/restaurants outgoing orders

4. Reach out to state and local legislators to promote event to their constituents

5. Work with United Way for the Day of Caring

6. Work with local universities, colleges and trade school
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Marketing and Promotion



1. Ask local restaurants/grocery stores donate snacks and drinks for volunteers

2. Involve local places of worship to help with planning and promoting and day of event 

3. Invite local media or have someone document the day and send to local media

4. Giveaways for the groups that picks up the most trash, most unique item, most volunteers, etc.

5. Don’t try and clean every roadway in the community at once. Ex: state roadways in the spring and local 

roadways in the fall

6. Organize a litter-themed poster contest with local schools and youth programs

14keeppabeautiful.org

How to Build a Successful & Sustainable Community-Wide Cleanup

Community Involvement and Helpful Hints



How to Build a Successful & Sustainable Community Wide Cleanup 
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Other Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Programs and Resources
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➢ Illegal Dump Free PA

➢ Educational Resources

➢ Litter Free School Zones

➢ Land Steward Adoptions

➢ Waterway Stewards

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs

https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/


How to Find PICK UP PENNSYLVANIA Information

KEEPPABEAUTIFUL.ORG



How to Register and Important Program Dates



Important Program Notes



Registration and Reporting Page



Registration



How to View Registered Events



How to Organize an Event



How to Organize an Event



Supplies and Resources



Supplies and County Resources



Supplies and Resource Page



Trash Disposal and Safety



Free or Reduced Cost Disposal Page 
(Link received when event is registered)



Importance of Reporting

Not only do we want to see and hear about your progress, but our funding depends on it! Donated 
supplies are contingent on annual results, so it is important to report. Our programs success currently, 
and in the future, depend on reported numbers.

keeppabeautiful.org



Connect with Us on Social Media

➢ Facebook: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

➢ Instagram: @keeppabeautiful

➢ Twitter: @ABeautifulPA

➢ LinkedIn: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

➢ Flickr: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

➢ YouTube: @Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

31keeppabeautiful.org
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We appreciate your pictures!



Michelle Dunn

Program Coordinator

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

mdunn@keeppabeautiful.org  |  724.836.4121 x 113 | keeppabeautiful.org
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